CCI Subcommittee A
3-27-08

Minutes

Present: Terry Gustafson, Beth Hume, Doug Pride, Julia Watson, Merijn van der Heijden, Ray Noe, Kate Hallihan (Guests: Ed Adelson, Bruce Patton – IMCE, Tony Mughan)
Introductions: Sub A welcomes Professor Julia Watson, the new curricular Associate Dean from Humanities 
1. Approval of Minutes   - approved pending changes
2. Interdisciplinary Program Assessment discussion

a. Purpose: College-wide discussions of majors assessment to share best practices and close the assessment loop. Sub-A invited Bruce Patton, John Davidson (Film Studies, could not be present), and Tony Mughan to come and discuss their programs.  Sub-A wants to know how we can help these programs in terms of data collection, and other types of services we can provide to help support their assessment efforts.

b. Assessing interdisciplinary programs can be difficult with regard to direct measures assessment. One issue is balancing effective tools with available (or created) resources to measure outcomes.
c. If we are to encourage assessment of interdisc. programs, we need to develop mechanisms to share data and collect data across colleges, departments and courses. 

i. Q: Data usage: there is data at Ohio State about what students do in individual courses, i.e. if you have an instructor doing embedded test questions assessment, or placement test data, are we able to access that across campus?  What would the  access rights be?  How could data be used? Kate to ask Alexis. 
d. Interdisc. Middle Childhood Education (Bruce Patton, Director)
i. Quantitative assessment: Lawson Test:  “Scientific reasoning pre and post test scores” given within Physics inquiry classes (see handout) shows statistically significant improvement during individual courses in generalized reasoning ability of students (first 2 columns of handout).   This is not so for latter 3 course sets.
ii. This tool also addresses the gap between weak and strong background students.  Standard deviation shows that gap narrows in inquiry courses while in upper level courses the more challenged students drop significantly. 
iii. This test is applicable to multiple disciplines.  Could it be a general pre-test for incoming students and graduating students?

iv. No core courses are taken only by MCE majors so it is difficult to disaggregate data. The same is true for International Studies (IS)
v. Discussion of CLA usage and particular applicability to interdisciplinary students.  Can it be personalized at all? Kate to ask Alexis.
vi. Discussion of student focus groups: logistics are difficult and it is difficult to ensure participation, but is nonetheless useful.
e. International Studies (Tony Mughan, Director)

i. Discussion of where to find resources and how to develop tools for assessment
ii. Q: Are there exit surveys or evaluations of internships and study abroad experiences? – students write reflective paper about their experiences; there may be a possibility of developing embedded questions which can be used to gauge student learning and perception

iii. With so many students, data is available, but it is also difficult to deal with large scope.  Random or targeted sampling of student work at various levels or after certain experiences may be useful.

iv. Student portfolios are a way of assessing student learning (Linguistics is developing this), but who develops and then assesses the portfolios? E-portfolio system example at Minnesota: formative assessment tool which students can take with them beyond undergrad experience.
v. Assessment of students is one point, but assessment of program is also a focus. 

vi. IS instructors could be supported to evaluate targeted samples of student writing/answers to certain questions to be graded on a rubric. Kate to get tools and process description from English to send to Tony.  Possible follow-up meeting to further develop tools and strategies with Teresa Johnson and Kate. What is Honors looking for in terms of outcomes?  Questions would need to reflect IS learning goals.
vii. Focus groups from each specialization would provide more useful targeted information.

viii. Get Tony information on CLA.
ix. Development of student profile section on web site to reflect what students do put Tony in touch with Alisa Paulsen in Psychology for model of 5-year tracking and recruitment model.  Alumni database available for student contact info.
3. AEDE 400 series course changes – Unanimously Approved
 Motion to approve: Noe, 2nd Gustafson

4. Ed T&L 101, 102 – Unanimously Approved with contingencies a. & b.
a. Need clarification that Eng 101 syllabus will say “Ed T&L 101”
b. Typo on front page – ASL “2” should say “1”
c. Recommendation to format disability statement using 16-point font

Motion to approve: Noe, 2nd Gustafson

